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DEFINITION: THE CHARACTER 
ACTS IN A WAY THAT IS 
CONTRADICTORY OR 
UNEXPECTED GIVEN HOW HE OR 
SHE NORMALLY ACTS.  

TEXT CLUE: AUTHOR SHOWS FEELINGS 
OR ACTIONS THE READER HASN’T SEEN 
BEFORE OR DOESN’T EXPECT.  !
QUESTION: WHY IS THE 
CHARACTER DOING THAT?
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DEFINITION: THE CHARACTER 
REALIZES OR STARTS TO REALIZE 
SOMETHING THAT CHANGES HIS OR 
HER ACTIONS OR THINKING. 
TEXT CLUE: CHARACTERS SAY “I REALIZED” OR 
“I SUDDENLY KNEW” OR “NOW I KNOW WHY…” !
QUESTION: HOW MIGHT THIS 
CHANGE THINGS?
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DEFINITION: THE CHARACTER ASKS 
A TOUGH QUESTION THAT 
REVEALS HIS OR HER CONCERNS 
[INTERNAL CONFLICT]. 
TEXT CLUE: THE CHARACTER ASKS HIMSELF OR 
HERSELF A DIFFICULT QUESTION. !
QUESTION: WHAT DOES THIS 
QUESTION MAKE ME WONDER 
ABOUT? 
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DEFINITION: AN OLDER 
CHARACTER (MENTOR, ADVISOR, 
PARENT, ETC.) GIVES ADVICE OR 
AN INSIGHT TO THE MAIN 
CHARACTER. 
TEXT CLUE: A WISER, OFTEN OLDER, CHARACTER 
OFFERS A LIFE LESSON, USUALLY IN A QUIET MOMENT.  !
QUESTION: WHAT’S THE LIFE 
LESSON, AND HOW MIGHT IT 
AFFECT THE CHARACTER?
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DEFINITION: THE AUTHOR KEEPS 
BRINGING UP THE SAME IMAGE, 
PHRASE, OR REFERENCE. !
TEXT CLUE: A REPEATED IMAGE, PHRASE, 
OR REFERENCE.  !
QUESTION: WHY DOES THIS KEEP 
SHOWING UP AGAIN AND AGAIN?
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DEFINITION: THE AUTHOR 
INTERRUPTS THE FLOW OF THE 
STORY BY LETTING THE CHARACTER 
REMEMBER SOMETHING. 
TEXT CLUE: “I SUDDENLY REMEMBERED…”; “I 

REMEMBER…”; OR “THINKING BACK…” !!!
QUESTION: WHY MIGHT THIS 
MEMORY BE IMPORTANT?
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